
MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 

February 8, 2026                                                                                        11:00 a.m. 
 

 

As we prepare our hearts for worship, please silence your phones. 
 

GATHERING AND GREETING 
 

Prelude                 “Prelude & Fugue in C-sharp Major, BWV 848”            J.S. Bach 
 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity 
 

Introit      “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”                       Carl F. Mueller  
  

Come, Christians, join to sing Alleluia! Amen! 
Loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen! 

Let all, with heart and voice, before His throne rejoice; 
Praise is His gracious choice; Alleluia! Amen! 

 

†Call To Worship                                                                                                         
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
They will rejoice in God’s reign forever. 
Blessed are those who mourn,  
They will be comforted in God’s reign forever. 
Blessed are the ones who seek justice and righteousness  
They will find it in God’s reign forever. 
Blessed are we when we love our neighbors and seek their needs 
We will live in God’s reign forever. 
Blessed are we all when we seek to serve others in God’s name. 
Let us worship together, serving one another  
    and serving our Mighty God. Amen. 
 

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING 
 

†Hymn of Praise              “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                  UMH 384 
 
†The Apostles’ Creed                                                                                      UMH 881 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: 
     Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontios Pilate, 
     was crucified, dead, and buried; 
     the third day he rose from the dead; 
        he ascended into heaven. 
     and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
     from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body. 
      and life everlasting. Amen.  

 

†Gloria Parti 
 

†Passing of the Peace              “Surely the Presence”                          Lanny Wolfe  
               

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 
I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face; 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

Welcome and Parish Notes                 Reverend Danny Leonard                  
 

Prayers of the People                                                     
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
 

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever.  Amen. 

 

Prayer Response       “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”                    WHELPTON  

   

Hear our prayer, O Lord. Incline thine ear to us 
and grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

 

Offertory                        “The Church’s One Foundation”                      Chris Rice 
            

†Doxology         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”             UMH 95 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Anthem             “Blest Are They”                      David Hass & Michael Joncas 

  

Blest are they, the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow, they shall be consoled. 
Rejoice! and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you, 
Rejoice! and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 

Blest are they, the lowly ones, the shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and thirst; they shall have their fill. 

 

Blest are they who show mercy, mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart, they shall see God! 

 

Blest are they how see peace; they are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith, the glory of God is theirs. 

 

Blest are you who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom; shine for all to see. 

 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE  
 

Sermon          Rethinking Blessings                    Rev. Leonard 
Matthew 5:1-12 

 

†Hymn of Response                 “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                           UMH 420 
 

SENDING FORTH 
†Benediction                                                                                      
 

†Benediction Response                    “Depart In Peace”                         Sandra Ford 

  

Depart in peace, and may God’s grace sustain and bless you day by day. 
Depart in joy and may His truth support and guide you in His way. 
Depart to serve and may His presence ever strengthen from above, 

Depart in faith, and may you know the comfort of His constant love. 
Depart in peace. 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity    
 

  Postlude             “Finale” from Symphonic Études, Op. 13          Robert Schumann               
 

†Please stand if you are able 
 
Matthew 5:1-12 
One day as he saw the crowds gathering, Jesus went up on the mountainside 
and sat down. His disciples gathered around him, 2 and he began to teach 
them. 
The Beatitudes 
3 “God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him,[a] 
    for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 
4 God blesses those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
5 God blesses those who are humble, 
    for they will inherit the whole earth. 
6 God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice,[b] 
    for they will be satisfied. 
7 God blesses those who are merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 God blesses those whose hearts are pure, 
    for they will see God. 
9 God blesses those who work for peace, 
    for they will be called the children of God. 
10 God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, 
    for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 
11 “God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about 
you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my 
followers. 12 Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you 
in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same 
way. 

 
Please take a moment to complete the card in your bulletin. This will 

register your attendance, and you can share updated information. 
If you are visiting us today, we invite you to fill out this card with as 

little or as much info you would like to provide. 
Please make use of the prayer request form on the back of the insert. 

The completed insert can be placed in the offertory plate. 
          

For our safety, the doors around the church will be locked after the 11:00 service 
begins. If you arrive after the start of service, please enter through the front 

center doors of the sanctuary, where an usher will be able to assist you. If you 
have any questions, please contact an usher. 

 
Welcome, Guests! 

 Thank you for being here today. If you are visiting, you’re invited to help yourself 
to a welcome bag in the narthex or to ask an usher for one. Please ask a church or 
staff member if you have questions about opportunities listed in the bulletin. We 

hope you join us again soon. 
 

Nursery Care 
for children (infant to 5 years) is available 8:30 until noon. 

Directions to the Nursery from the Sanctuary: Exit sanctuary at doors on either 
side of the chancel area. At the bottom of the steps, follow directional signs to the 

Nursery located on the south wing of the ground floor. 
 

Hearing Devices 
are available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A1-12&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23214a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A1-12&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23217b


PRAYER LIST 
If you or a loved one would like to be added to the prayer list, please contact 
Lorna McCullough at 336-259-5814. If you put a name on the list, please keep in 
touch to let us know how that person is doing, as names are removed after 
three weeks. During the coming week, please pray for: 
Dean Austin, Gayle Batten, Anthony & Yolanda Brown, Benny Clodfelter, 
Carolyn Collett, Sam Everhart, Jim Gregory, Cyril Harrington, Mike & Tonya 
Link, Nancy Norman, Janis Puglisi and Frank, Carrie Rorie, Jerry Smith, MUMC 
Capital Campaign, MUMC Children’s Ministry, All military personnel 
including Ben Greeson and Grant Brinkley, and Our United Methodist 
missionaries. Please keep Larry Norman in your prayers as he grieves the 
passing of his brother, Dan Norman. 
 
 

CALENDAR 
TODAY  
8:30- 12:30   Nursery  
8:50   Contemporary Worship (CEC) & 
Children’s Church 
10:00   Sunday School for ALL Ages 
(Children, Youth and Adult Classes) 
10:30   Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
11:00   Worship (CEC) 
4:00   Youth and MUMC Kids 
 
 

MONDAY February 9 
 

TUESDAY February 10 
8:30   Men’s Fellowship Group (Contact: James 
Carmichael, tcsdir@aol.com)  
7:00   Praise Team Practice 
 

WEDNESDAY February 11 
5:30   MUMC Wednesday Night Meal 
6:00   Youth Small Group 
6:30   Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

 

THURSDAY February 12 
10:30   Chicks with Sticks 
 

SATURDAY February 14 
 
 

SUNDAY February 15 
8:30- 12:30   Nursery  
8:50   Contemporary Worship (CEC) & 
Children’s Church 
10:00   Sunday School for ALL Ages 
(Children, Youth and Adult Classes) 
10:30   Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
11:00   Worship (CEC) 
4:00   Youth and MUMC Kids 
 

Receptionists Office hours are 
Monday- Thursday 
(9 AM – 3 PM) 

 

The R.L. Pope Class meets Sundays at 10am. The teachers for February: 
           (8) Allen Brown, (15) Keith Tobin, (22) Kyles Wallace 

 
 

Announcements & Upcoming Events 
 

Wednesday Night Meal & Activities 
It's time to make your Wednesday Night dinner reservations.  

The menu for this week includes:.  
Sliced roast beef with gravy. rice , green beans, roll and strawberry shortcake. 

  The cost is $10 per person (12 and up) or $30 for a household family (parents and 
children). Make your reservation by Monday at noon by calling the office 

 (336-472-7718), sending an email to gblanton@mumctville.org, or completing the 
bulletin insert and dropping it in the offering plate. 

 

Your meal will be ordered and reserved especially for you! Please be aware that if 
you are unable to attend unexpectedly, you are requested to cover the meal cost by 

the following week. We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday! 
 

Empty Bowls Bowls 
If you have bowls you received from Empty Bowls at past events that you no long use 

and would like to donate for reuse please bring to church and place in CEC on the CCM 
donation shelves. Mark for reuse at Empty Bowls Event.  
The bowls need to look new! No cracks, etc. Thank you!  

 
 

 
Empty Bowls Donations Needed 

Each year, Memorial hosts Empty Bowls & More.  This popular event raises money for 
CCM and Home Solutions.  All money made on March 20th will stay in Davidson 

County to assist with food and housing insecurity.  The Silent Auction Committee is in 
need of vacation homes, time shares, experiences and services.  In addition, Cash & 
Carry will be happy to have donations of jams, baked goods and small handmade 

items.  If you have a “get away” you would like to donate, a contact, handmade items, 
baked goods or an idea, please contact Elaine Rabon (336-442-4790) merabon@aol.com 
or Beth Gobble (336-687-6391) or bethgobble@gmail.com or Charles Hepler at (336-689-

9952) or k4rzs@yahoo.com 
 

Valentines for Scholarships 
Honor or remember a loved one by supporting Memorial United Women of Faith’s 
Valentine for Scholarship funding event. By contributing, you will be sustaining the 
effort to provide scholarships to seniors, who participate in our church activities, to 

continue their educational journey to the next level. The person honored or 
remembered will be recognized in a special bulletin insert.  

To contribute: 
Simply fill out a request form with the name of the person(s) to be honored or 

remembered (forms are available in Sunday’s bulletins and on the table in the back of 
Jarrett Hall). Place the form along with $5.00 for each person named in an offering  

envelope and then place in the offering plate during the worship service. 
The form and contribution may also be returned to the church office at your convenience. 

Please respond by Tuesday, February 17TH. Thank you for helping Memorial United 
Women in Faith continue this outreach to the Seniors of Memorial UMC. 

 
 

 
Make sure to get your tickets beforehand so they can be prepared! Tickets are 
now available in the office Monday-Thursday or from any Mission committee 

member. 
 
 

Ash Wednesday Services 
We will have 2 worship services on February 18th one at noon and the other after our 

Wednesday night meal at 6:30 pm.  
We hope you’ll join us as we enter into the season of Lent. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

         
 

 
 
  Sunday, February 8, 2026 

Fifth Sunday after The Epiphany 
 
 

101 Randolph Street   Thomasville, NC 
 336.472.7718   mumctville.org 

 
 
 

Ministers 
 

DANNY B. LEONARD                         
 

RODNEY W. DENTON                           
 Minister of Youth & Young Adults         

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We are called by Christ to Grow in Faith, 

Build Relationships and Serve All People. 
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Interested in learning more about Memorial UMC? 

Rev. Leonard will be hosting a New Members' Class for those who are thinking 
about joining MUMC. Please register using the QR Code above or email Gina at 

gblanton@mumctville.org by February 11th. 
 
 

 
An Unlikely Lent 

The crucifixion and resurrection of 
Jesus are at the heart of the story of 
Easter. But the resurrection was not 
witnessed in isolation; it unfolded 

before a crowd. What might the stories 
of those women and men teach us 

today? How will they help us step into 
the story of Easter? Here, we can see 
what has been overlooked, not just in 

the grand moments but in the in-
between: the silence, the side 
characters, and the questions. 

-6 Sessions 
-Join us each Wednesday evening at 

6:15 in Room 201 in the CEC 
-Books are available in the church 

office and are $17.25 each. 
First class begins February 25th 
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