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If you know where you want to go, then you have to know how to get there.

For example: we have two great grandsons that live in Roswell, Georgia. So we went to
the computer, pulled up map quest and typed in High Point and Roswell.. In a flash
there was a map telling us showing us the directions, the miles and the time to get
there.

After our visit, we needed to find our motel. It was in Alpharetta, Georgia.

Map quest wasn’t a bit of good. It was pitch dark. We couldn’t read the street signs, so
we plugged in our GPS, typed in the name of the motel in Alpharetta, and a lady
somewhere in the sky told us where to turn, when to turn and then announced
“arriving at destination on the right.!”

If you know where you want to go, then you have to know how to get there.

Well, one of these days | want to go to heaven. | know there’s room in the Father’s
house because Jesus said so.

John, chapter 14, beginning at verse one: Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, |
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place
for you, 1 will come again, and receive you unto myself, that where | am, there you
may be also.

That’s my destination. Here’s the question: how do I get there?

| know | can’t stay here. Now how do | know that?

. The letter of James, chapter 4, verse 14 describes our life on earth with these words,
For what is your life? It is even a vapor, that appears for a little time, then vanishes
away. "’

But Jesus has good news for us. After this vapor vanishes away, we have a home in
heaven. Let me read to your our scripture lesson for today from a new translation by

Eugene Peterson called The Message.
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Hallelujah! That’s good news. When death knocks on our door, we can open the door
unafraid because we’re going to the Father’s home and there’s a room prepared for us.

The old gospel song has it right:
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My father is over there. My mother is over there. | have a little baby daughter who is
over there. And last Friday, just two days ago, my brother, Boyd, made his journey to
Canaan’s fair and happy land.

| feel like singing

No chilling winds or poisonous breath can reach that healthful shore;

sickness and sorrow, pain and death, are felt and feared no more.

I am bound for the promised land,
Oh, who will come and go with me? | am bound for the promised land.

OK, Howard, heaven is our destination, our home. How do we get there?
Let me suggest three things.

THE FIRST ONE IS THIS: WE MUST DEAL WITH THE SIN IN OUR LIVES.
What was the first text Jesus used as he began his ministry? Look at the Gospel of
Matthew. It opens with his family tree, then his birth, his baptism, his temptation in the

wilderness, then his first sermon.

Matthew, chapter 4, verse 17 says From that time Jesus began to preach, saying
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

His first text dealt with the sin in our lives. Repent! That’s the first step on the road to
heaven: repent. Turn from self to the Savior.

Wait a minute, Howard, are you calling me a sinner? No, I'm not.
The Bible does:

Romans 3:23 all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.

Some time ago, | was preaching on the Lord’s prayer.



You know that the Lord’s prayer is found twice in the Bible, in Matthew, chapter 6,
where it says “forgive us our debts” and in Luke, chapter 11, where is says “forgive us
our sins.:”

A man came up to me after the service and said “l can’t pray the Lord’s prayer.”
Why not?
Because you said we had to repent of our sins, and | don’t sin!

“Sir, you just did. First John, chapter 1, verse 8 says If we say we have no sin,
we deceive our selves, and the truth is not in us.”

Being in the church does not isolate us from sin. Do | need to tell you the story of
Senator John Edwards, or of the governor of New York, or the governor of South
Carolina? The Roman Catholic Church in Texas was ordered to pay $30 million dollars to
the families of children abused by their priests.

Listen to the words of Charles Wesley from his hymn on page 355:
Now incline to repent,

let me now my sins lament,
now my foul revolt deplore,

weep, believe, and sin no more.

The first step to being sure that heaven is our home is to deal with the sin in our lives.
Repent.

Explain, what does it mean to repent? It means to have sorrow for past actions that
were not pleasing to God, and to try not to do that again.

The first step in getting ready for heaven is to deal with the sin in our lives.

MAY | SUGGEST THAT THE SECOND STEP IN BEING SURE THAT
HEAVEN IS OUR HOME IS THIS:
Make Jesus the model for our daily lives.

One day my granddaughter, Lauren, who was born right here in Thomasville, came
bouncing in and said, “Paw, Paw, look at my bracelet.” It was woven material with 4
letters on it: WW J D.

| thought “O my goodness, my innocent granddaughter has gotten in to a weird
group at school, and her daddy is the school superintendent.”

Cautiously, | asked, “Sweet girl, what is the meaning of those letters?”

“Oh, Paw Paw,” she said, “you ought to know that, you’re a preacher. They mean WHAT
WOULD JESUS DO.”

Yes! That’s the secret of being a happy Christian.
We can do anything we want to.



Say anything we want to.
Go anywhere we want to.
As long as we check it out with Jesus. What would Jesus do?

When | was a pastor in High Point, during the furniture market, a young Buddhist from
Laos came into my study and said, “Tell me about Christianity.”

“Ah,” | said, “we have so much in common.
If you follow the teachings of Buddha you’ll be a moral person.
We Christians also strive to live moral lives.

“But, sir, there’s one big difference between Buddhism and Christianity:
your leader is dead, mine is alive.
You want to follow Buddha’s teaching,
we want to have a personal relationship with Jesus.”

Saint Paul put it in these words in Second Timothy 1:12: | know whom | have believed,
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which | have committed unto him
against that day.”

| gave that young man a Bible and asked him to read the first four books
in the New Testament. | wanted him to know about Jesus.

There is a chorus on page 177 in our hymnal that | love to sing. | go down the highway
singing it:

He is Lord, he is Lord!

He is risen from the dead and he is Lord!
Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord.

How can we be sure that heaven is our home?
First, repent, deal with the sin in our lives, then
Secondly, let Jesus be the model for our daily lives. W W J D.

HERE’S THE THIRD STEP IN MAKING SURE WE’RE GOING TO OUR HEAVENLY HOME.
Put feet to our faith.

Jesus said in John 15:14, You are my friends if you do what | command you. That’s
adding works to our faith. Why do we need to do that?

May | read to you, please, from the words of our Lord’s brother, James, chapter 2,
beginning at verse 14:



What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has not works? Can his
faith save him? If a brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack of daily food, and one of you
says to them “Go in peace,

be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what
does it profit? So faith by itself, if it has not works, is dead.

| have a friend who told me he was on his way to Florida when he found himself in
Plains, Georgia, on a Sunday morning. He said he went to the Plains Baptist Church and
heard Jimmy Carter teach a Sunday School Class. Mr. Carter announced during the class
that if persons wanted their picture taken with him and Rosalyn that he would meet us
in front of the church after morning worship.

My friend said that after worship he got in line. While waiting, the pastor came out, so
my friend called him over and asked him about Mr. Carter’s faith.

You will remember that Mr. Carter has a degree in nuclear science from the
Naval Academy; he was the former governor of Georgia, and the former president of
the United States.

The pastor said, “WE don’t have people paid to mow the church lawn. Each member
family takes turns. When it comes Mr. Carter’s turn, he refuses to let the Secret Service
detail mow for him. He mows himself. (Listen to the pastor) “Mr. Carter considers it a
part of his Christian witness!”

About this time of year, Doctor Peden and the Committee on Lay Leadership are
preparing a list of persons to serve Christ as officers in this church during the coming
year. How will you put feet to your faith?

Sing in the choir? Teach a Sunday School class? Be a youth counselor? Serve as
a leader for girl scouts? Boy scouts? Be active in the United Methodist Women, the
United Methodist Men? Help build a house for Habitat for Humanity? Work in the
kitchen. Serve a meal at the shelter for the homeless.?

Will you sit or serve?
When we joined the church, we made a promise to be loyal to the United Methodist
Church and uphold it with our prayers, our presence, our gifts our service, and our

witness.

What on earth are you doing for heaven’s sake?



Heaven is our destination; what directions to we take to get there?

First Repent. Deal with the sin in our lives.
Secondly Make Jesus the Lord of our daily lives.
and third Put feet to our faith.

Listen to the promise made by Jesus:

Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in me.
I n my Father’s house are many mansi ons:
if it were not so, | would have told you.

I go to prepare a place for you.
And | f I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where | am, there you may be also. Amen

Today, you knew how to come to Memorial for home coming.
Now we know how to go home to heaven.

Don’t you love to sing that great old song

Sing the wondrous love of Jesus; sing his mercy and his grace,
In the mansions bright and blessed he’ll prepare for us a place.
When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be!
When we all see Jesus, we’ll sing and shout the victory!



